
 

Call for REC Scholar 
Application 

$40,000/year for two years 
Application Due: October 15, 2026 

 

The Cleveland Alzheimer's Disease Research Center (CADRC) is a collaborative effort of 

physicians and investigators from Case Western Reserve University (CWRU), Cleveland Clinic 

Foundation (CCF), MetroHealth System (MHS), University Hospitals (UH), and the Louis Stokes 

Cleveland VA Medical Center (LSCVAMC), to foster excellence in research and facilitate 

discovery.  

 

The Research Education Component (REC) of the CADRC aims to support research education 

and promote the development of research careers of early-stage clinical and basic science 

investigators in the northeast Ohio area who focus their research on AD/ADRD through the REC 

Scholar Program. REC Scholar support is intended primarily for US citizens and permanent 

residents, unless there is strong justification otherwise based on exceptional relevance to the NIH 

and NIA. The REC Scholar must work full time at one of the northeast Ohio institutions at the rank 

of Research Associate or junior faculty level and have never received R01 funding from NIH. 

Applications focusing on factors influencing the rate of AD/ADRD progression will be prioritized. 

Applicants possess unique and accomplished research skills and competencies in domains other 

than ADRD is encouraged. Applicant from diverse background is encouraged. Potential applicants 

are encouraged to discuss their eligibility and proposals with REC Leader Dr. Xiongwei Zhu 

(xiongwei.zhu@case.edu) in advance of submission. 

 

Application materials should include CADRC REC Scholar Application Form (contains both 

training plan and research plan), NIH style biosketch and Other Support along with Two (2) letters 

of recommendation (one must from the current PI/Chair with the pledge of protected time (at 

least 20% efforts) for REC activity/project and a plan how the applicant may develop his/her 

own independent research if the applicant does not hold an independent position). 

Applications proposing patient-oriented research (e.g., risk factors, diagnosis, disease course, and 

treatment and management) and basic studies (including topics such as neurodegeneration, 

genetic factors, and cellular and molecular mechanisms) are welcome. Projects that utilize data 

from the National Alzheimer’s Coordinating Center (NACC; https://www.alz.washington.edu/) or 

biospecimens from the National Centralized Repository for Alzheimer Disease and Related 

Dementias (NCRAD; https://ncrad.iu.edu/) are encouraged. Please submit your application to 

REC Coordinator Ms. Fengqin Wu (Fengqin.Wu@case.edu) by 11:59pm on October 15, 

2026. 

 

All applications will be reviewed by REC Directors Committee with the assistance of appropriate 

experts in the field. Each selected REC scholar will be supported for two years at a maximum of 

$40,000 direct cost per year during which s/he works closely with a Mentoring committee to 

develop an individualized Research and Training Plan to achieve major research goal 

(submission/award of an R01 application or career development award) and/or career 

development goal (promotion to Associate Professor and/or award of tenure). The second year of 

funding will be awarded pending receipt of an approved progress report near the end of Year One.  

 

KEY DATES:  Application due: October 15, 2026 

   Notice of Award: October 31, 2026 
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The application must be submitted to REC Coordinator Ms. Fengqin Wu 

(Fengqin.Wu@case.edu) by 11:59pm on October 15, 2026. 
 

Title of Project:   

 

Applicant full name:   
 

By signing below, the trainee applicant affirms that the information supplied in the application is 

true and complete. 

 
 
Applicant signature:  __________________________________________Date_________________ 
 
If the applicant does not hold an independent position, please also provide the signature of current Mentor 
or Department Chair below: 
 
 
Mentor/Chair full name ___________________________signature:    

 

 

Please send one PDF file containing all the requested material in the following order:  
 

1. This Signature Page with all required signature(s).  
 

2. CADRC REC Scholar Application Form. 

 
3. NIH-style biosketch 
 
4. NIH-style Other Support 
 

5. Two (2) letters of recommendation (one must from the current PI/Chair with the pledge of 

protected time for REC activity/project and a plan how the applicant may develop his/her 
own independent research if the applicant does not hold an independent position). 
 

 


